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Holy Thursday:  His Food, Our Fill 
As the sun set on Holy Thursday, the day marked the end of something old and the start of 
something new. The Old Covenant, which God had established through Moses, was two-sided. 
God's people would follow God's commands; God would bless his people. However, rather than 
providing God's people the opportunity to live up to God's demands, the Old Covenant only 
exposed their flaws. When God established his New Covenant, it was not a two-sided contract. 
It was more like a will, listing all the blessings God promised graciously to give his people. No 
matter who you are or what you have done, the blessing of the New Covenant are "for you." Eat 
the food Christ offers, and all your spiritual and eternal needs are satisfied. 
 

Our Communion Practice 
Out of love for God's Word and people's souls, we offer the Lord's Supper only to 
communicant members of St. Lucas Lutheran Church or other communicant members of the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
(ELS).  "Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all share the one 
loaf." (1 Corinthians 10:17 NIV).  Our guests who are not yet communicant members of our 
church are respectfully asked to refrain from communing today, but are encouraged to speak 
with one of our pastors after the service about how to become communicant members. 

 

When You Woke That Thursday Morning CW 416 

 

 



 

 

 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 
Tune: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
Text: © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703484 
Tune: © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703484 

Remain seated 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard again how our Lord walked 

the path of suffering which led him to the cross for our salvation. We have also heard our 

Lord’s call to intensify our struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from 

loving God and one another. This is the struggle to which we were committed at Baptism; 

God’s forgiveness and the power of his Spirit to amend our lives continue with us because of 

his love for us in Jesus our Savior. 



 

Within the family of the Church, God never wearies of giving peace and new life. In the 

absolution, we receive forgiveness as from God himself. This absolution we should not doubt 

but firmly believe that our sins are thus forgiven before God in heaven, for it comes to us in 

the name and by the command of our Lord. 

 

We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love one another, to be servants to each 

other, as Jesus became our servant. 

  

In Holy Communion, first instituted on this night, the members of Christ’s body participate 

most intimately in his love. Remembering our Lord’s Last Supper with his disciples, we eat the 

bread and drink the cup of this meal. Together we receive the Lord’s gift of his body and blood 

for forgiveness and participate in that new covenant that makes us one with him and one 

another. The Lord’s Supper is the promise of the great banquet we will share with all the 

faithful when our Lord returns, the joyous culmination of our reconciliation with God and 

each other. 

 

Stand 

 

As we begin the solemn celebration of our Lord’s passion, let us confess our sins to him, 

receive his absolution, and be reconciled to God and each other in Christian love. 

  

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

  



Absolution 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 

gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 

servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Reconciliation 

Our Lord Jesus Christ has forgiven us, has reconciled us to God, and has promised us the 

power to forgive and love one another. Relying on his promise, therefore, be reconciled with 

one another. 

Brothers and sisters, may the peace of Christ rule in our hearts, in our words, and in 

our actions. 

 

The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray. 
  

Lord Jesus Christ, in the Sacrament of Holy Communion, you give us your true body and blood 

as a remembrance of your suffering and death on a cross. Grant us so firmly to believe your 

words and promise that we may always partake of this sacrament to our eternal good; for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Be seated 



First Reading Jeremiah 31:31–34 

31“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, 

 “when I will make a new covenant 

with the people of Israel 

 and with the people of Judah. 
32It will not be like the covenant 

 I made with their ancestors 

when I took them by the hand 

 to lead them out of Egypt, 

because they broke my covenant, 

 though I was a husband to them,” 

declares the LORD. 
33“This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel 

 after that time,” declares the LORD. 

“I will put my law in their minds 

 and write it on their hearts. 

I will be their God, 

 and they will be my people. 
34No longer will they teach their neighbor, 

 or say to one another, ‘Know the LORD,’ 

because they will all know me, 

 from the least of them to the greatest,” 

declares the LORD. 

“For I will forgive their wickedness 

 and will remember their sins no more.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

  



I Will Lift Up the Cup of Salvation Psalm 116A 

 

 

 
  

I love the LORD, for he / heard my voice; 

    he heard my cry for / mercy. 

Because he turned his / ear to me, 

    I will call on him as long / as I live. 

For you, LORD, have delivered / me from death, 

    my eyes from tears, my feet from / stumbling, 

that I may walk be- / fore the LORD 

    in the land of the / living.   Refrain 

  

What shall I return / to the LORD 

    for all his good- / ness to me? 

I will lift up the cup of sal- / vation 

    and call on the name / of the LORD. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain 

Text: Public domain 
Music: © 2005 Kenneth T. Kosche. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703484 

 



Second Reading Hebrews 10:15–25 

 15The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says: 

16“This is the covenant I will make with them 

 after that time, says the Lord. 

I will put my laws in their hearts, 

 and I will write them on their minds.” 

17Then he adds: 

“Their sins and lawless acts 

 I will remember no more.” 

 18And where these have been forgiven, sacrifice for sin is no longer necessary. 

 19Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by 

the blood of Jesus, 20by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his 

body, 21and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22let us draw near to God with a 

sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to 

cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 23Let us 

hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24And let us 

consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 25not giving up 

meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the 

more as you see the Day approaching. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation 1 Corinthians 11:26 

Glory, praise, and honor to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup,  

you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Glory, praise, and honor to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 



Gospel Luke 22:7–20 

 7Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 
8Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and make preparations for us to eat the Passover.” 

 9“Where do you want us to prepare for it?” they asked. 

 10He replied, “As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him 

to the house that he enters, 11and say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is 

the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 12He will show you a large 

room upstairs, all furnished. Make preparations there.” 

 13They left and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared the Passover. 

 14When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. 15And he said to them, “I 

have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16For I tell you, I will not eat 

it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.” 

 17After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among you. 18For I 

tell you I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 

 19And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body 

given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 

 20In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in 

my blood, which is poured out for you.’ 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

  



659 Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior CW 659 

 

 

 
 

5 Christ says, “Come, all you that labor, 

and receive my grace and favor; 

those who feel no pain or ill 

need no physician’s help or skill.” 

 

6 Then hold fast with faith unshaken 

that this food is to be taken 

by the souls who are distressed, 

by hearts that long for peace and rest. 

 

7 Praise the Father, who from heaven 

unto us such food has given 

and, to mend what we have done, 

gave into death his only Son. 

 

8 If your heart this truth professes 

and your mouth your sin confesses, 

surely you will be his guest 

and at his banquet ever blest. 

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546, abr.; John Hus, c. 1369–1415 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, Wittenberg, 1533, ed. Joseph Klug, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon      Luke 22:7-20 

 The Crucial Hours:   The Unions in Communion 

Stand 



Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 



Prayer of the Church 

In peace let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.” 

  

For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love and be found without 

fault at the day of your coming, we pray to you, Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the president of our synod, for the president of our district, for all pastors and teachers, 

and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease and that all 

may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the gospel to the ends of 

the earth, we pray to you, Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For those who do not yet believe and for those who have lost their faith, that they may receive 

the light of the gospel, we pray to you, Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations 

and peoples, we pray to you, Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice and promote the dignity and 

freedom of every person, we pray to you, Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For a blessing on human labor and for the right use of the riches of creation, that the world 

may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we pray to you, Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

 



For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all who 

are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this congregation, for those who are present, and for those who are absent, that we may be 

delivered from hardness of heart and show forth your glory in all we do, we pray to you, Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For our enemies and those who wish us harm and for all whom we have injured or offended, 

we pray to you, Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For ourselves, for the forgiveness of our sins, and for the grace of the Holy Spirit to amend our 

lives, we pray to you, Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families, friends, and 

neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health, we pray to 

you, Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

[For… here name the person and the cause of the petition, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy.] 

  

Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves and one another and all 

our lives to Christ our God.  

Amen. 

 

The Sacrament 
Stand 

Preface CW 165 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  



Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who brought the gift 

of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross so that the devil, who overcame 

us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and 

hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You created the world 

and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you for the grace of 

your Son, Jesus Christ. 

  

Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became obedient to death, 

even death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us from its curse 

and penalty. He rescued us from the terrors of death and restored eternal life with you. He 

conquered our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of grace and glory. 

  

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his suffering, 

death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of new life in heaven. Hear 

our praise and receive our thanks as we worship you—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, which 

is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 



Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Be seated 

 

Distribution 

 

 

 



The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord CW 677 

 

 

 
 

5 A precious food is this indeed, 

it never fails us in our need, 

a heav’nly manna for our soul 

until we safely reach our goal. 

 

6 How blest is each believing guest 

who in these promises finds rest, 

for Jesus will in love abide 

with those who do in him confide! 

 

7 They who his Word do not believe 

this food unworthily receive, 

salvation here will never find— 

may we this warning keep in mind! 

 

8 Help us sincerely to believe 

that we may worthily receive 

your supper and in you find rest. 

Amen! They who believe are blest. 

Text: tr. Olof Olsson, 1841–1900, alt.; Haquin Spegel, 1645–1714, abr. 
Tune: Sammlung alter und neuer . . . Melodien, 1742 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  



After all have communed, the minister says: 

 

The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life 

everlasting. Go  in peace. 

Amen. 

 

Stand 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that 

through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask 

this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

  



O Lord, We Praise You CW 673 sts. 2–3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, Wittenberg, 1524, ed. Johann Walter, alt. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703484 
Tune: Public domain 

 

During the hymn the communion vessels are removed to the sacristy.    

   



Stripping of the Altar 
 
Psalm 88  is sung by a cantor or choir. 

  

During the singing of the psalm, the altar is solemnly stripped in token of the Lord’s abandonment by 

his disciples and in preparation for Good Friday.  

 

The minister exits the chancel.  

 

The congregation may remain for prayer and meditation before dispersing quietly. 

 

 

Holy Week Worship Continues 

Good Friday - April 15         1:00 pm   Service of the Seven Words   
                                              6:30 pm  Service of Darkness 
  
Easter Sunday - April 17     6:00 am Sunrise with Holy Communion 
                                                          7:00—8:00 am  Easter Breakfast   
 8:30 or 10:30 AM  Life Marches Victorious over Death 

 
 
Serving in Worship 
Presiding Minister:  Pastor Timothy Henning 
Organist:  Judy Lemke 
Choir:  St. Lucas Lutheran School Sixer Singers (1:00 pm) 
Cantor:  Patrick Loroff (6:30 pm) 
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