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A Life Lived Shrewdly
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP

God became man and lived life in our place. Christ lived the perfect God-lived life. Living as
a Christian, a little Christ, we have the privilege of demonstrating what God looks like in
how we live our lives, in living lives that show God. This is the final of four months where
God’s Word will be challenging us, and we’ll be challenging one another to live a God-lived
life.

While stewardship of our finances isn’t the only part of stewardship, it is a part of it. Today
God’s Word encourages us to use all of the financial gifts God has given us with an eye on
our purpose. May God grant us grace to use money for what really matters!

This month, we focus on wise ways to use the resources God has given us for the greatest
good.

Restrooms are located in lower level of the church. If you need a quiet space for a young
child a family room just outside the sanctuary doors to the left. A large print version of this
service folder or a printed copy of today’s sermon are available for those who have difficulty
seeing or hearing.

Offerings may be given in the collection plate in the church entryway. Please keep your
service folder or recycle it in the green bin in the entryway.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Lord God, in coming to hear your Word this morning, you have planted us like trees beside
streams of water. Grant that we may ever delight in your Word and yield abundant fruit in
our lives, through Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord. Amen.


http://www.stlucaswels.org/

ORDER OF SERVICE

GATHERING RITE

Stand
Music begins playing underneath spoken word.

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son *¥ and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION

M: Heavenly Father, every good and perfect gift comes from you, including the physical
gifts you pour out into our lives. You intend these treasures to be used for your glory
and in service to our neighbors. We repent for being selfish in the use of the

treasures you have given. Forgive us and let your peace rule our lives.
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M: Dear Savior Jesus, though you were rich, yet for our sakes you became poor, so that

through your poverty we might become rich. All too often we have been rich toward



ourselves instead of rich towards you out of thanks for our forgiveness won for us
by your cross and empty tomb. Forgive us and let your love fill our lives.

: JJ May the love of Jesus fill me As the waters fill the sea,
Him exalting self abasing — This is victory.

: O Holy Spirit, you have worked faith in our hearts and you cause us to produce
good fruit. We are sorry that our financial stewardship often fails to qualify as good
fruit motivated by your love. Forgive us and live within us.

: JJ May his Spirit live within me As I seek the lost to win,
And may they forget the channel, Seeing only him.

: As a called servant of the Triune God, I announce to you his grace and forgiveness.
On behalf of and by the command of our Savior Jesus Christ, I forgive you all of your
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ¥ and of the Holy Spirit.

: Amen.

J) May the mind of Christ my Savior Live in me from day to day,
By his love and pow’r inspiring All I do or say.

May the Word of God dwell richly In my heart from hour to hour,
So that all may see I triumph Only through his pow’r.

: Let us pray

Almighty God, you have brought us into the body of Christ by your grace and
mercy. Help us to imitate the example of your Son and of our brothers and sisters
who have gone before in humble and willing service to you full of faith, hope and
love, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

: Amen.

J] May I run the race before me, Strong and brave to face the foe,
Looking only unto Jesus As I onward go.



Be Seated

OLD TESTAMENT READING 2 Kings 4:8-17

A godly woman uses her resources for what really matters.
She wasn't giving to get, she was giving to support ministry.

8 One day Elisha went to Shunem. And a well-to-do woman was there, who
urged him to stay for a meal. So whenever he came by, he stopped there to eat. °
She said to her husband, “I know that this man who often comes our way is a
holy man of God. '° Let’s make a small room on the roof and put in it a bed and a
table, a chair and a lamp for him. Then he can stay there whenever he comes to
us.”

1 One day when Elisha came, he went up to his room and lay down there. 12
He said to his servant Gehazi, “Call the Shunammite.” So he called her, and she
stood before him. ' Elisha said to him, “Tell her, “You have gone to all this
trouble for us. Now what can be done for you? Can we speak on your behalf to
the king or the commander of the army?’” She replied, “I have a home among
my own people.”™* “What can be done for her?” Elisha asked.

Gehazi said, “She has no son, and her husband is old.”

15 Then Elisha said, “Call her.” So he called her, and she stood in the
doorway. '* “About this time next year,” Elisha said, “you will hold a son in your
arms.”

“No, my lord!” she objected. “Please, man of God, don’t mislead your
servant!”

17 But the woman became pregnant, and the next year about that same time
she gave birth to a son, just as Elisha had told her.

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL Luke 16:1-15

Jesus tells a parable about a shrewd manager to make the single point
that a God-lived life uses its resources for God’s purposes.

Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of
wasting his possessions. 2 So he called him in and asked him, “What is this I hear
about you? Give an account of your management, because you cannot be manager
any longer.’

3 “The manager said to himself, “What shall I do now? My master is taking away
my job. I'm not strong enough to dig, and I'm ashamed to beg— *I know what I'll do
so that, when I lose my job here, people will welcome me into their houses.”

5“So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, "How much
do you owe my master?’

¢ “Nine hundred gallons of olive oil,” he replied.

“The manager told him, “Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four
hundred and fifty.’

7 “Then he asked the second, “And how much do you owe?’

“’A thousand bushels of wheat,” he replied.

“He told him, ‘“Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’

8 “The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted
shrewdly. For the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own
kind than are the people of the light. °I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends
for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.

10 “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and
whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. ! So if you
have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true
riches? 2 And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who
will give you property of your own?

13“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other,
or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God
and money.”

4 The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this and were sneering at Jesus. 1>
He said to them, “You are the ones who justify yourselves in the eyes of others, but
God knows your hearts. What people value highly is detestable in God’s sight.

M: The Gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!



Be Seated

HYMN OF THE DAY ARISE AND SHINE IN SPLENDOR | CW 375
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Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House.
Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703484
Tune: Public domain



SERMON Luke 16:1-15

Now What Shall I Do?
1. Live for the now?
2. Live for the new.

Stand

CONFESSION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand
of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and
the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.

Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M: Almighty Father, you are my Lord; apart from you I have no good thing. You give
us time, energy, talents, and treasures. Because of you we can say with the psalmist,
“the boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places.” Your Word teaches us of
your great love for us and how to love our neighbor. Give us wisdom in using your
gifts in God-pleasing ways. Lord in your mercy:

C: Hear our prayer.



M: Lord Jesus Christ, you tell us that “what people value highly is detestable in God’s

0

sight.” Help us to recognize our true treasure in you, our Savior and our God.
Protect us from the devil who would have us marvel at insignificant things as a
treasure, while neglecting the great gifts you give us in your Word and Sacraments.
Give us wisdom in cherishing you and your greater gifts in God-pleasing ways.

Lord, in your mercy:

Hear our prayer.

M: Holy Spirit, you have set us apart and made our bodies your temple. You live in us.

Your Word teaches us who we really are by the grace of God and through the
innocent suffering and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. Give us wisdom to see that
godliness with contentment is great gain and grow in us the fruit that is pleasing to

you Lord, in your mercy:

Hear our prayer.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

: Accept our prayers for the sake of Jesus our Savior. Help us to not be arrogant nor

put our hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but help us put our hope in you, who
richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment, for Jesus, our Savior’s sake.

LORD’S PRAYER

C:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as
we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.
Amen.

Be Seated



BIBLE STUDY

1 TIMOTHY 6:6-19

¢ But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the
world, and we can take nothing out of it.  But if we have food and clothing, we will
be content with that. ° Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and
into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction.
10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money,
have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.

11 But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness,
faith, love, endurance and gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold
of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession in
the presence of many witnesses. * In the sight of God, who gives life to everything,
and of Christ Jesus, who while testifying before Pontius Pilate made the good
confession, I charge you ' to keep this command without spot or blame until the
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, > which God will bring about in his own time —
God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, ' who alone is
immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see.
To him be honor and might forever. Amen.

17 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to
put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who
richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18 Command them to do
good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. 19 In this
way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming
age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.
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INTRODUCTION

The apostle Paul says, “Godliness with contentment is great gain” (1 Timothy 6:6). The
writer of Proverbs 30:8-9 prays, “Keep falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither
poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily bread. Otherwise, I may have too much
and disown you and say, “"Who is the LORD?” Or I may become poor and steal, and so
dishonor the name of my God.” How is this a great example of “godliness with
contentment” and how does it serve as a test to see if we have godliness with

contentment?

INTO THE TEXT

1. Verse 10 is one of the most misquoted verses in the Bible. Many say, “Money is the
root of all kinds of evil” instead of “the love of money.” Prove that money is not evil.

2. Inverse 11, Paul tells Timothy to flee from “all this” (i.e., the love of money) and
pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, and gentleness. How does
each help a person flee from “all this” and acquire contentment?

3. Inverses 13ff, Paul alludes to Jesus” second coming. In what ways is this motivation
to “flee from all this?”

11



4. Inverses 17-19, Paul lists two dangers when God blesses someone with wealth and
then describes the best way to use your wealth. Identify the two dangers and how
one should use their wealth?

APPLYING IT

1. For what reasons can a person who loves money not be content?

2. Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35) Explain the truth
of Jesus” words when it comes to our spending priorities like gifts to the Lord,
paying taxes, providing for family, and the poor, etc.

3. Martin Luther said that money must be the least of all God’s gifts because he even
gives it to fools. What truth was Luther trying to make about money and its place?

12



Stand
BLESSING

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give "X you peace.

C: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN AS WITH GLADNESS MEN OF OLD | CW 372
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Text and tune: Public domain
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SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY

Presiding MiniSter ... Pastor Timothy Henning
Organist ..o Coralee Henning
USRETS .. Mike Beyer (6 pm)
Henry Schacht (8 am)
Doug Strack (10:30 am)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Church/School Office Assistant: Starting January 3 St. Lucas Lutheran Church will
need a new church and school office assistant. We will need someone who will be able
to do basic financial work using QuickBooks, desktop publishing using Microsoft Office,
basic website maintenance and updating, along with other office duties. Depending on
the time of the year this job requires up to 30 hours per week. If you are interested in
applying for this position, would be able to help on a temporary basis during the hiring
process, or have any questions about this position, please contact Pastor Henning or
Principal Hesse. A job description is available.

We thank Bev Hansen for her faithful service in assisting in the Lord's ministry here at
St. Lucas Lutheran and pray for the Lord's blessing on her new employment.

Lutheran Memorial Park Annual Lot Holders Meeting: The annual lot holders
meeting will be held on Monday January 24t%, 2022, at 6:30 pm in the St. Lucas
Lutheran School Meeting Room.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New

International Version® NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™
Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.

Hymns created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2022 Concordia
Publishing House.

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House.

Order of Service and Bible Study prepared by WELS Congregational Services
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CALENDAR

January 15 - 23, 2022

Suggested readings for each day of the week are listed in parenthesis.

Saturday (Ezekiel 37:15-28, Romans 6:1-23)
7:30am Leadership Team Meeting
6:00pm Worship Ushers: Beyer
Sunday (Ezekiel 38:1-23, Romans 7:1-20)
8:00am Worship Ushers: Schacht
9:15am Family Bible Hour and Sunday School
10:30am Worship Ushers: Strack
Monday (Ezekiel 39:1-10,17-29, Romans 7:21-8:17)
Tuesday (Ezekiel 40:1-4, 43:1-12, Romans 8:18-39)
6:30pm Bible Study
Wednesday (Ezekiel 44:1-16,23-29, Romans 9:1-18)
3:30pm Public School Instruction
Thursday (Ezekiel 47:1-14,21-23, Romans 9:19-33)
7:15am Fuel for Moms
10:00am Bible Study
6:30pm Ladies” Guild
Friday (Joel 1:1-20, Romans 10:1-21)
7:45am Chapel Service
Saturday (Joel 2:1-17, Romans 11:1-24)
6:00pm Worship w/Communion Ushers: Butzke
Sunday (Joel 2:18-32, Romans 11:25-12:13)
8:00am Worship w/Communion Ushers: Kempf
9:15am Family Bible Hour and Sunday School
10:30am Worship w/Communion Ushers: Koch
St. Lucas Lutheran Church strives to be a congregation that is
always inviting, always edifying, and always equipping.
Pastor Timothy Henning

262-707-6984 thenning@stlucaswels.org

Principal Mark Hesse
920-915-1130 mbhesse@stlucaswels.org
15
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L0D-LIVED

A Life Live Shrewdly: Manage with Intention

OUR CHALLENGE IS THIS:

Arrange a God-pleasing plan. Pray for strength to manage with intention and
live the life God created just for you. A God-lived life. A life lived shrewdly.

Pray for God’s strength and commit to at least one goal or as many as you desire. Then
place this card in the basket or e-mail a picture of your card to the church office. Let us
encourage one another to live out our commitments.

| CHALLENGE MYSELF TO...

O Evaluate my percentage of giving and increase if motivated

O Give a gift for special outreach work at church

O Create or update my will to include the support of God’s work
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