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Be Born In Us Today -- Bringing Renewal 
 

Jesus Christ is the light of the world, 

the light no darkness can overcome. 

  

Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening, 

and the day is almost over. 

  

Be our light and scatter the darkness, 

and hear our evening prayer and praise. 

Hymn CW 314 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Martin L. Seltz, 1909–1967, alt.; Friedrich von Spee, 1591–1635, abr. 
Tune: Rheinfelssisch Deutsches Catholisches Gesangbuch, Augsburg, 1666 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703484 
Tune: Public domain 

 



Reading Ephesians 1:7–10 

 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with 

the riches of God’s grace 8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, 9he 

made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed 

in Christ, 10to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all 

things in heaven and on earth under Christ. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Lighting of the Advent Candle 
 

We light one candle on the Advent wreath to celebrate the renewal of our lives through faith 

in Christ Jesus. The apostle Paul writes, “We were buried therefore with [Christ] by baptism 

into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we 

too might walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:4). 

Holy Child of Bethlehem, be born in us today. You were born among us to bring us new 

life.  

 

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 

testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect” 

(Romans 12:2). 

Holy Child of Bethlehem, be born in us today. Renew our hearts and minds in the 

power of the Holy Spirit so that we might serve you by serving others.  

 

Hymn CW 333 st. 4 

 

 



 

 
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835–1893, abr., alt. 
Tune: Lewis H. Redner, 1831–1908 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 

Gospel Matthew 1:18–25 

 18This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be 

married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the 

Holy Spirit. 19Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to 

expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 

 20But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 

“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 

conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him 

the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 

 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23“The virgin will 

conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with 

us”). 

 24When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took 

Mary home as his wife. 25But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a 

son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 

 

The Gosepl of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

Be Seated 

 



O Lord, How Shall I Meet You CW 324 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. composite; Paul Gerhardt, 1607–1676, D. M. Luther's ... Geistliche Lieder, Berlin, 1653 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 



Sermon Isaiah 40:21–31 

 Be Born in Us Today – with Renewal 

21Do you not know? 

 Have you not heard? 

Has it not been told you from the beginning? 

 Have you not understood since the earth was founded? 
22He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth, 

 and its people are like grasshoppers. 

He stretches out the heavens like a canopy, 

 and spreads them out like a tent to live in. 
23He brings princes to naught 

 and reduces the rulers of this world to nothing. 
24No sooner are they planted, 

 no sooner are they sown, 

 no sooner do they take root in the ground, 

than he blows on them and they wither, 

 and a whirlwind sweeps them away like chaff. 

25“To whom will you compare me? 

 Or who is my equal?” says the Holy One. 
26Lift up your eyes and look to the heavens: 

 Who created all these? 

He who brings out the starry host one by one 

 and calls forth each of them by name. 

Because of his great power and mighty strength, 

 not one of them is missing. 

27Why do you complain, Jacob? 

 Why do you say, Israel, 

“My way is hidden from the LORD; 

 my cause is disregarded by my God”? 
28Do you not know? 

 Have you not heard? 

The LORD is the everlasting God, 

 the Creator of the ends of the earth. 

He will not grow tired or weary, 

 and his understanding no one can fathom. 
29He gives strength to the weary 



 and increases the power of the weak. 
30Even youths grow tired and weary, 

 and young men stumble and fall; 
31but those who hope in the LORD 

 will renew their strength. 

They will soar on wings like eagles; 

 they will run and not grow weary, 

 they will walk and not be faint. 

Stand 

Lord, Have Mercy 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Prayer for Peace 

Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works come from you. Give to us, 

your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your 

commandments. Defend us also from the fear of our enemies, that we may live in peace and 

quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

  



Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Let us praise the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Blessing 

The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

Amen. 

  



Come, O Long-Expected Jesus              CW93  6  

 

 

 

Serving in Worship 
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